of California Pioneers. Dr. Robert C. Miller, director of the Academy, is presi- 
dent of the Western Museums Conference, 


The second event will be the celebration of Museums Week. This observance 
is the culmination of an international campaign for museums organized by 
UNESCO to emphasize the productive role of the museum in community life. 
Forty nations are taking part. In the United States the UNESCO Relations 
Stafl of the Department of State has urged museums to join in the campaign, 
and as a result, several hundred institutions across the country have announced 
special programs for the week. 

Events scheduled in celebration of the week at San Francisco museums are 
as follows: The California Palace of the Legion of Honor will exhibit paintings 
by Enrico D’Assia, Prince Henry of Hesse, a young Italian painter and member 
of the royal family. The Maritime Museum will put a historic painting of the 
Balelutha on public display in the ship’s salon. A retrospective exhibition of 
the paintings of Pacific Northwest painter Morris Graves will be presented to 
the public by the M. H. de Young Memorial Museum. The San Francisco 
Museum of Art opens an exhibition titled “Art Today is International,” and 
the Academy will put up an exhibit featuring the work of the U.S. Navy 
Hydrographic Office. 

Other museums taking part in the week’s activities include the California 
Historical Society, California State Division of Mines, Josephine D. Randall 
Junior Museum, Society of California Pioneers, and the Wells Fargo History 
Museum. 


The permanent collections of these ten museums constitute a heritage whose 
worth cannot be expressed in terms of money. But perhaps the truest measure 
of their value is in this fact: last year the city’s ten museums were hosts to more 
than three million visitors. And during the same period more than 300,000 
school children received some sort of special service—a chance to learn how to 
paint, to learn more of nature and of themselves, or the opportunity to see and 
appreciate historic objects and treasures of art. 


New MEMBERS 


THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS were elected by the Council at its meeting of Septem- 
ber 18, 1956: 


REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 


Mr. Albert H. Bowker 
Mr. G. P. Burnier 


Miss M. Ruth Coleman 
Mr. Thomas Fleming, Jr. Mr. Leonard C. Brown 


Mr. Robert E. Friday Mr. and Mrs. Fred A. Divita 
Dr. Flarold I. Harvey Mr. Fred Holmboe 

Mrs. Edward V. Krick Mr. James M. Johnson 

Dr. Melvin Lederman Miss Margaret M. ‘Twombly 
Mr. Alan P. Mathori 
Mr. Vernon Marshburn 
Mr. Gabricl Novick 


Mr. Albert M, Provencio, Jr. 
Mrs. John C. Warnecke 


Family MEMBERSHIP 


Lire MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. George W, Johnson 
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Photos by C. E. Crompton 
Upper, Blow shark as seen in jail. Lower, Fred Herms, Aquarium 
attendant to the rescue. Note balloon shape of shark. 
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October Announcement 


Tue Annuat Meetine of the California Academy of Sciences will be held at 
8:00 p. m., Wednesday, October 3, in the May Treat Morrison Auditorium. 
The names of persons elected to the Board of Trustees and the Council will be 
announced, and Dr. Robert C. Miller, director of the Academy, will giv 2 
report on the activities of the Academy and its various Departments during the 
past year. 

Following this short business portion of the meeting, Dr. Ernest P. Edwards, 
Audubon screen tour lecturer, will present a colored motion picture: 


“LAND OF THE SCARLET Macaw” 


In this film, Dr. Edwards portrays the color and variety of Mexico—its flowers, 
varied races of people and its brilliant birds. You will be taken on a journey 
deep into hidden valleys, to village market places, to cool mountain heights and 
volcanic peaks, all the while catching glimpses of exotic creatures in exotic 
surroundings. 

Dr. Edwards has made his way into places difficult for the average visitor 
to reach. In the low countryside and in the hill country he has sought out the 
red-crowned parrots, Mexico’s interesting lizards, boat-billed herons, bat falcons, 
and the green jay. At the falls of El Salto, the spray and cascades form a cool 
background to military macaws, tiger bitterns, motmots and crimson-collared 
grosbeaks. Besides these and other unusual ones such as the Inca dove and the 
groove-billed ani, there are more familiar birds like the house finch, violet-green 
swallow and Western bluebird. 

Dr. Edwards, who received his Ph.D. in ornithology in 1949, based his 
doctoral dissertation on a study of the birds in the vicinity of Lake Patzcuaro 
in Mexico. In the course of his studies he made several visits to this region, and 
more recently he has led two expeditions into extreme southern Mexico. His 
lecture will be presented by the Academy as the first in a series of Walter B. 
Scaife Foundation lectures on the beauties of nature. 


A “First” In TELEVISION 
Tuer Acapemy’s departments of Astronomy and Television in cooperation with 
television station KRON, Channel 4, and the Department of Astronomy of the 
University of California scored what is believed to be an important “first” in 
the history of television production. On Friday night, September 7, during the 
close approach of Mars they broadcast a program which featured the red planet 
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“live,” as television technicians term it. The image of Mars was picked up by 
a television camera directly from a telescope at the Leuschner Observatory on 
the Berkeley campus. Almost a million Bay Area viewers saw the highly 
magnihed image on their television screens. 

The program, which was written and produced by Benjamin Draper, execu- 
tive producer of “Science In Action,” brought a flood of telephone calls to the 
KRON switchboard. Dwight Newton, television editor of the San Francisco 
Examiner, called it “one of the best things ever seen locally on television.” A 
rebroadcast of the show is being considered, in answer to numerous requests, 

The program was hosted by Dr. Earl S. Herald of “Science In Action.” 
George W. Bunton, manager of Morrison Planetarium, Dr. Otto Struve, chair- 
man of the U.C. Astronomy Department, and Dr. Helen M. Pillans, associate 
in the Department, appeared on the show. The program was sponsored by 
O'Brien Paint Corporation. 


Bum Rap 


We suppose there is really no one, save a shark, who knows just how sharks 
feel about their station in life. But by looking at one’s baleful eye in the 
Aquarium or at its sinister grey shape as it lurks near our boat, we can well 
imagine the shark feels itself something of a king of the open sea, or at least 
a strong contender for the title. Thus with this point of view (the shark’s we 
mean) you can appreciate the ignominious predicament a small blow shark 
found itself in a few days ago. 

In the bottom of the blow shark’s tank in the Aquarium an experimental 
crab trap has been installed. It’s a trap which is supposed to catch only legal- 
size crabs as it has an escape hatch for the little ones, and the California Depart- 
ment of Fish and Game has been testing the trap for some time. Our shark 
(caught up in a spirit of scientific inquiry, we should like to think) decided 
to venture in. But, alas, he misjudged the size of the escape hatch. It was too 
small. There he was in the stocks—and with all the world to see. (He learned 
too late the validity of the “law” which R. C, Miller likes to quote: “It’s much 
casier to get into things than to get out of them.” 

Fortunately, Dr. Earl S. Herald, curator of aquatic biology, heard of the 
matter and immediately ordered habeas corpus proceedings. During the subse- 
quent scuffle our friend the blow shark was released, but he became so puffed 
up with indignation and gulps of air that temporarily he could no more sub- 
merge than a Navy blimp. 


ATTENTION CENTERS ON Museums 


San Francisco MuseUMs will take part in two important events early in October. 
The 1956 Western Museums Conference will be held, with headquarters at the 
Academy, on Friday and Saturday, October 5 and 6. Some 100 representatives 
from museums up and down the Coast are expected to attend. General sessions 
of the Conference will be held at the Academy, and sectional meetings and 
other events are scheduled at the San Francisco Museum of Art and the Society 
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